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Opening

My name is Peter Moller and I was

adopted from Korea to Denmark.

Last year Pastor Kim told me that
he wished to retire, and he asked
me if I wanted to take over the
leadership of KoRoot. I had to

think about that, because it was

Peter Moeller
Co-Representative

big shoes to fill after a man who

for more than 20 years have desiccated his life to adoptees
and have fought for the rights of adoptees in Korea. It is
therefore with great humility and respect that I have said yes
to becoming part of the continuation of KoRoot's important

work.

In the last few years, many things have happened in the field
of adoption. KoRoots Guesthouse closed last year after being a
central part of the consciousness of us adoptees. Korea's Truth
and Reconciliation Commission decided in 2022 to conduct an
investigation into international adoption from Korea. Around
the world in i.a. Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Belgium, the
Netherlands, France and Switzerland have put adoption on
the agenda. Since 2022, UN human rights bodies have had
international adoptions on the agenda. This is not least due
to Korea's decision to investigate international adoptions. It
is a positive paradox that the world’s largest donor country of
the adopted child is now leading the world in finding the truth
about human rights violations in adoption. This has resulted
in a rarely seen interest among adoptees in Korea and in
adoptions. An interest that is also about finding the truth behind
own adoptions and searching for background information and
Korean family in Korea. Access to own information and birth
family is still the adoptees” biggest challenge. It is not because
the information does not exist, but it is because the NCRC and
adoption agencies will not help and find the true documents
from the secret and closed duplicate files that we know exist.

In 2023, a new adoption law was adopted. It obliges the
adoption agencies to transfer all information about the adoptees
to the Korean state. This is very positive, but can we be sure

that it is all information? Can we be sure that this is the true
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information?

The adoptees’ right to their own information is a human right
that is currently being hindered by the NCRC and the adoption
agencies. Not only that the adoptees’ human rights were
violated, as we ourselves were Boer Koreans. The practice of the
NCRC and the adoption agencies indicates that human rights
violations were not something that took place when we adopted
Korean children. There are many indications that human rights
violations continue into the present and will continue into the

future if nothing is done.

Human rights are violated every single day in the NCRC and in
the Korean adoption agencies, when adoptees are denied access
to their own information and denied access to information
about biological parentage. It happens every day in Korea to

international adoptees from Korea.

KoRoot and I decided to do something about this work. Time
is running out. As we adoptees grow older, so do our biological
families in Korea. KoRoot, together with adoptees from all over
the world, has decided to create the adoptees’ “embassy” in
Korea. In the future, KoRoot will also be the “embassy” of the
adoptees. It will be an open and free place where adoptees can
get help, and will be their beacon and anchor point in their
search and discovery of our true roots and origin. KoRoot will
be there for the adoptees that are either living or visiting Korea.
As something new, KoRoot will also be present in the countries
where the adoptees come from. KoRoot must take advantage
of being the center of an international environment and build
bridges to the countries where the adoptees live, and KoRoot
will in the future establish KoRoot “embassies” in the countries
where the adoptees live and in this way strengthen the bands
and bring the adopted closer to Korea and Korea closer to the

adopted.

Here at the end, I just want to say that I look forward to meeting

you in future work.

KoRoot Annual Report 2022, 2023 | 3
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KoRoot's 20-year
retrospective and
outlook

In 2023, KoRoot underwent a decisive

change: we closed our core business,

a guesthouse for international

A= 24
F5rE

adoptees. The guesthouse started

as a beautiful house sitting calmly in
a sunny spot at the foot of Mount Inwang, a haven for adoptees
visiting their home country. Twenty years ago, Mrs. Kim Gilja’s
family generously rented the space for free to show hospitality to
international adoptees visiting their home country. As the years
passed and her family needs to use this space again, apparently
we have to move out. Several supporters stepped forward to
sponsor the event, and we were able to set up a small office in
Buam-dong. The guesthouse business has been temporarily
suspended, but the rest of the business is still going on. The rest
of the organization’s activities include helping overseas adoptees
visit their home countries and find their families, advocating for
the human rights of overseas adoptees and reforming laws, and

conducting research and publishing.

With the closure of the guesthouse, Roots House is facing a crisis
of identity and sustainability. Nevertheless, we have decided to

continue these businesses despite the challenges, for two reasons.
Challenges posed by the domestic context

One is the domestic context. Over the past 20 years of our work,
there have been tremendous changes in Korean society’s practices
and perspectives on intercountry adoption, and we have played
a role in driving these changes by accompanying and facilitating
those who have been involved and suffered. On the occasion of
the first National Adoption Day in 2006, we raised the discourse
that the policy formulation and practice of cost protection for
the original families is much more important and prioritized
than adoption promotion policies. Within the framework of this
discourse, in solidarity with return adoptees, birth families, and

single mothers’ organizations, we led to the revision of the entire
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Adoption Special Law in 2011. The law, which had been designed
and practiced by adoption agencies and adoptive parents, was
revised to uphold the human rights of children and mothers, and
the adoption settlement map of the family court was introduced.

In short, it was a key step in public involvement.

However, even after that, important procedures in adoption
practice, such as child acquisition, placement of child for their
own facilities and foster care families, writing child adoptability
report, adoptability check and matching, and aftercare, remained
in the hands of adoption agencies. As these procedures were
closely linked to the profit-making of adoption agencies, the
tragedy of the human rights of adopted children continued. The
death of Hyunsoo, who was sent to the United States for adoption
(2014), the death of Sarangi, an adopted child from Ulsan (2015),
the death of Bunbi, an adopted child from Daegu (2016), and
the death of Jung In, an adopted child from Yangcheon-gu
(2019), followed like a chain. KoRoot and solidarity organizations
mourned with heartbreak, and held a truth investigation into
Eunbi's death. The truth investigation committee proposed a
revision of the Adoption Special Act to prevent such a situation
from happening again, and continued to work on it. In June 2023,
the entire Adoption Special Act was revised in response to Jung
In’s death. In addition to the revision of the Adoption Special Act,
the Universal Birth Registration System, which KoRoot has been
pushing for since 2010 with solidarity organizations, was enacted
in June last year under the name of “the Birth Notification Act”,

although it is regarded as ‘a half-baked law’.

It seems that progress in history is often met with a backlash. The
KoRoot is now struggling with another huge barrier: a new law
called “the Safe Birth Law” is set to come into effect this July. As
“the Special Adoption Law” revised in 2011 has been misused to
advocate for the social emergence and legitimization of ‘baby
boxes’, the enactment of “the Birth Notification Act” of 2023 has
also been used to justify the legitimacy of the “the Safe Birth Law”.
It could be said that a kind of ballooning effect has occurred,
although it is not the truth. The state or government should
protect both the child and the mother by creating an integrated
support system for situations where childbirth can be considered
a crisis, but this law makes both the child and the mother the

losers. It is nothing less than a system of legalized abuse and

KoRoot Annual Report 2022,2023 | 5
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human rights violations that separates the child from his or her
biological parents (the original family) and erases the truth of the
child’s birth, while at the same time legitimizing the separation of
the child from his or her biological parents through legal devices.
There is a provision that the child can be reunited with his or her
parents later, but only with the consent of the parents. It is a legal
system that subordinates a child’'s “fundamental human right to
know the truth of their birth” to the interests of parents. KoRoot
is wrestling with the challenge of repealing this legislation, within
the dream of a society where children and their birth families
are not forced by poverty or prejudice to enter a tragic path of

separation, loss and exclusion.
Global agendas

The other is the global agenda: a decisive shift in intercountry
adoption is brewing on the global horizon. From a peak of around
45,000 children in 2004, the number of intercountry adoptions in
the global community has plummeted to less than 2,500 by 2022
- a drop of one in 18. South Korea’s intercountry adoptions also
dropped from 2,287 in 2004 to 142 in 2022. That’s a drop of one
in 16. Intercountry adoption is decreasing massively. In the more
than 10,000 years of human civilization, intercountry adoption
has only lately emerged as an institutionalized practice, beginning
on the Korean Peninsula in 1953 at the end of the Korean War.
Conceived and initiated between South Korea and the United
States, this “child-rearing experiment” is now, more than 70 years

later, showing its harmful.

Even if it started out with the best of intentions for children from
underdeveloped countries, (although it could be regarded as a
partial truth or often it could be hardly agreeable), pushed to
the brink of disaster and poverty, the intercontinental move of
children has been plagued by all sorts of unforeseen side effects.
Sooner the intercountry adoption increasingly became a profit-
making industry, driven by adoption agencies and brokers who
realized that children were money. Instead of empathizing with
the pain of family breakdown and seeking solutions and support,
they saw it as an opportunity to make a profit. The “good
intentions” evolved into a “shiny, beautiful image,” and adoption

pushed the principle of original family protection farther away. It
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has become a marketplace for the illegal acquisition of children
and child trafficking, including falsely claiming stillbirths at birth,
laundering children’s identities to facilitate adoption, and creating
orphan registries to undermine the human dignity and identity of
adopted children. Intercountry adoption has even been practiced
as a diplomatic strategy, often between the industrialized West

and less developed countries in pursuit of their national interests.

The voices of Korean adoptees who have been affected by this
situation are becoming louder and louder. In 2022, South Korea's
Truth and Reconciliation Commission opened an investigation
into the human rights violations of overseas adoptees. Sweden
suspended child adoptions from South Korea and launched
an investigation into its past. Denmark has suspended all
intercountry adoptions, and parliament has been holding
hearings on intercountry adoption for more than half a year.
Norway and Belgium have also suspended intercountry adoptions.
The Dutch House of Representatives has begun a debate on
ending intercountry adoption, and lately Netherlands ended the
practice of intercountry adoption. Switzerland has identified child
trafficking and illegal adoptions in Sri Lanka. France determined
that adoptions from Holt Children’s Welfare Society in South
Korea were criminalized and suspended adoptions from Holt
Children’s Welfare Society. The United Nations holds an annual
session on human rights violations in intercountry adoption.
The session is organized by a combination of the UN Committee
on the Rights of the Child and the Secretariats of five Special
Rapporteurs, including the Special Rapporteur on Enforced
Disappearances and the Special Rapporteur on Justice, Truth
and Reconciliation. Even on the UN horizon, it is increasingly
recognized that ‘intercountry adoption’ may not be regarded at all

as ‘'something shiny and beautiful, full of good intentions’.
Challenges and responses of KoRoot

KoRoot has accompanied and even driven many of the above
changes in various ways, both domestically and on the global
horizon. Since 2006, we have presented the discourse that
international adoption is seen as child welfare and that there is a
system of child abuse behind it. For nine years, starting in 2009,

we celebrated Single Mother's Day at the National Assembly,

KoRoot Annual Report 2022, 2023 | 7
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held international conferences, and argued that children have
the right to grow up in the arms of their birth families before the
state speaks of adoption, and that children have the right to know
and be raised by their parents, regardless of the social status of
the parents or societal prejudice against their status. In 2020, we
organized an international conference to commemorate Adoption
Truth Day, raising the issue of “Adoptee Identity and Records,”
bringing the issue of untruthful birth records and orphan registers
to the table for public discussion. In 2021, we submitted a report
on the project to investigate human rights violations of overseas
adoptees to the National Human Rights Commission, and in 2022,
we served as an advisory organization for the full-scale project to
investigate human rights violations of overseas adoptees ordered

by the National Human Rights Commission.

However, the discourse on intercountry adoption still has the
status of a newborn baby on the global horizon. This discourse
needs to evolve, and as a result of this evolution, steps must be
taken to restore the human rights of adoptees. We have a lot
of work ahead of us: apologies from states and apologies from
adoption agencies, the establishment of organizations to heal
the lives of adoptees and reparations, the creation of a system of
excellence and professionalism to facilitate family reunion, and
the preservation and management of adoption records by the

state.

Even after KoRoot closed its guesthouse doors, we continue
to have adoptees visiting their home countries. They cross the
threshold of the office of KoRoot to get help and advice during
their visits, to revitalize friendships, or to ask for assistance in
finding their families. Intercountry adoption is a way of raising
children that is very foreign to the human community, as it has
been practiced across national and continental boundaries. The
lives of adoptees have been marked by a struggle for survival
and adaptation, including forced separation from their birth
families, complete disconnection from the social ecosystem of
their country of origin, and child growing labor in unfamiliar
adoptive homes and countries of adoption. The experience of
further exclusion and discrimination in the hard-fought-for home
country, and the human rights violations they encounter in the

process of finding their families, often leave deep scars.
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2003-3A: STARTS] tHo]A}F
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2008-2011: LIDL ¥lvt=2 £ ALHE

2005-2008: Dansk Supermarked &8 AAEE

Raising awareness and reforming institutions is often about better
protecting the human rights of children who will come into care
in the future. At the same time, new awareness and revised laws
are like a mirror to the past, helping us to see and reflect on the
lives of those who have been on the pathway to adoption through
today’s eyes. However, knowing what went wrong does not in
any way erase or heals the wounds that adoptees have suffered
in the past, both in terms of awareness and in the practice of
the system. It is precisely at this point that those who have come
to new perceptions or have participated in the creation of new
institutions and laws are given the duty of accompanying those
who have been wounded by past perceptions and institutions.
KoRoot continues to open its doors today to fulfill this duty of

accompaniment within the framework of hospitality.

Facing the challenges posed by domestic circumstances and
seeking solutions to global issues is no easy task. In light of this,
we are pleased to announce the appointment of Peter Moeller
as the new leader of KoRoot, as he wrote in his ‘greetings’ in
the front pages of this annual report. For the time being, he will
co-lead with me, and once things settle soon, Peter will take
on the role of the sole representative of KoRoot. As an elder in
Korean society (albeit with many shortcomings), I will continue
to welcome adoptees returning to their motherland, engage in
conversations with them, write the history of KoRoot, and share
the stories of overseas adoption with the general public as a

storyteller.

Here is an introduction to Peter Moeller’'s education and

experience.

2022-present. Co-founder of Denmark-Korea Human Rights
Group (DKRG)

2003-present: CEO of START company

2008-2011: Special Consultant at LIDL Denmark

2005-2008: Special Consultant at Dansk Supermarked

2001-2015: Chairman of the Liberal Party Candidate Committee
in Denmark

1996-1999: Special Consultant at Copenhagen Court

1994-1996: UN envoy appointed by the Minister

KoRoot Annual Report 2022,2023 | 9
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1994-1996: Member of the National Commission appointed
by the Minister

1997-2000: Law studies at the University of Copenhagen
1994-1997: Law studies at Aarhus University




FEely eFA2002 2¢E
The Brief History of KoRoot(February 2002 - February 2024)

I. <4 AR

EA(2003¢ 7¥€~20234 6¥

~2024¢ 29)

Total nights for Total nights for Total nights for

Year accommodation Year accommodation Year accommodation
service service service

2003 395 2010 3928 2017 2451
2004 1789 2011 3731 2018 1880
2005 2965 2012 2865 2019 1351
2006 3544 2013 2776 2020 392
2007 4145 2014 2893 2021 377
2008 4587 2015 2417 2022 1110
2009 4123 2016 2668 2023 640

2003E~20233 £7 50,377 &

Number of people stayed by Nationality

(2011-2023 except 2014, 2018)

51l MH|A H|Z / Total nights for accommodation service for 20 years: 50,377

y

m Us
B Netherlands [ Belgium
B Norway M Sweden
B Denmark M Switzerland
B Germany M Canada

II. A<

e

2002
29 - LS A2 93 AVEA] FAE
SIETE: P ARHACIR ey 4
AHSANEAZEY 5 FRAA)

2003

49 - B G SEAZAHAE G A|4955)

74 - S AFJIAAEF-A Hej oy 7h/7H 4]

0¥ - JLFAF A ot= FHFA[2003EHH
20239714 wid 4 gLdo] 71F/ ZEY=Z
202190 7§ 51A] 58

II. History

!

February - Founding meeting of a civic organization to open a
center for overseas adoptees [co-presidents: Kim Gil-ja (founder
of Kyungin Women's University) and Seo Kyung-seok (executive
chairman of the Korea Sharing Movement)].w

2003

April - Registered as a non-profit private organization (Seoul City
Government, International Cooperation Division No. 495)

July — Opening the Overseas Adoptee Guesthouse KoRoot/
Opening Celebration Event

September - Chuseok Feast with Adoptees [Held on Chuseok Day
every year from 2003 to 2023 (not held in 2021 due to COVID-19)

KoRoot Annual Report 2022,2023 | 11
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2006

59 - A13] Y9 & 719 IMEEIGFA: 7HA
A LAY ThAl Bt/ A 71189 B
=H)

2007
59 - ARYPRAT AR AR FHAGF
EREEDOELERE PR

2008

59 - AF2 A<l sl (Lee Herrick) YAI'd=2](Fre
sno City College 25, Californias Al&A|Q])

64 - 4FQ A9 THd<(Ji-Hye Mandelson) &
A(AFAF Y] P4 R Fof HUoA HEy
og AR

79 - 7N455E 7194 9 EH|otA H||E HRAL
ol “Sf AL = TIE£F2"~-Comforting
an orphaned nation9] gt=ro]#-EW=513]

8Y - vl AL A9l AYH A F2(enniffer
Kwon Dobbs) BAI'd53](RHAES ARIE

gepael 54)

2009
3 - A9dl JoFel =% B3 F(Susan Brink) 2
Al
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2004

February - Rev. Do Hyun Kim and his wife Mrs. Kong Jung Ae
hold office for the operation of KoRoot.

2005

February - Lunar New Year Feast with Adoptees [Held annually on
Lunar New Year’s Day since 2005 (not available in 2021 and 2022
due to COVID-19)

April - Operated “&8Y Learning Center’, a vocational training
program for returning adoptees (2005-2008)

September - Began planning and production of a documentary
about birth mothers. (The film was named Resilience upon
completion. / Director: Tammy Chu)

November - Thanksgiving Dinner Party [implemented annually
for 7 years from 2005-2011]

2006

May - Public Discussion Forum on the 1st Adoption Day (Topic:
Rethinking Overseas Adoption / Venue: National Human Rights
Commission Learning Center)

2007

May — A dialogue meeting and garden party with returnee
overseas adoptees and #AME (Self-help group of domestic
adoptive parents from Holy Family Adoption Center)

2008

May - Poetry reading by American adoptee poet Lee Herrick
(Professor of Fresno City College, the 10th California Poet
Laureate)

June - Memorial service for adoptee Ji-Hye Mandelson. (died of
leukemia at a clinical drug administration hospital in Jerusalem.)

July - 5th anniversary celebration and ceremony of the
publication “HYFH} H=1=F9]"(translated version of
“Comforting an orphaned nation” authored by Tobias Hubinette)

August - Poetry reading by Jennifer Kwon Dobbs, American
adoptee poet (and professor at St. Olaf College in Minnesota)

2009

March - Memorial for Swedish adoptee Susan Brink

May — Photography and video art exhibition at Gyeongbokgung
Station Museum, “The Gap between Separation and Return”
(German adoptee photographer Kim Sperling with 2 video artists
and 1 poet)



Sperling) 9] 321 AR 9 H|T] QoLE A F]
‘olikt HEO] AN E AETY vlEHollA A
3

2010

59 - 5& A otEAIE oA “JFEHH NY S
AlRT AL 319)" 7)F € thdlE g & "3
9] A(Resilience)” A 93](Z=: Tammy Chu,
T IERA ALY

59 - A ¥} HloH|E AE BRAHA T E o
St HEAE Wk wp) 23 ZA =A4 o
Foll 3k sflo]L FoF, obs lAIm M, 1=
e AF AL T 3 (- AA1Y)

59 - 2oy AddAEo] ARt JFEHH
7R7QE o] X g3] o] Hof sl =3]ofA] kL
= 2ol

2011
59 - A13] A2 & 719 WA L FAAHAA
FE2ANR011ERE 20199714 9313 719

%37

6% - YUSAY A 1YL T2 B3 ol YYS
PR EECEREE ST

2012
59 - "91%7F QJore] ALslal(Bak Al 4 Edls}
9] 291) &W7149 9]

129 - Al13] A9 (Solidarity Day) 71'd 7zt
(M doj2 F=7AHE HY JA+ SAT
2012~2018E7kA] v 73] & FZ]

2013

59 - “Q1E7 YPE AT EIAZUYR 955
S5 414

59 - “UEH A, UF AR

79 - Belol 39 1059 WA

—_

2014

29 - vl Jgots d<r(Hyunsu O'callaghan)
2] AR RO] QIoF7|Hof tish ZARS o]
Lol j

2010

May — “The civil society conference to call for the revision of the
Special Adoption Law” and the screening of the documentary
film Resilience’ (directed by Tammy Chu, executive producer Do
Hyun Kim) held at Sunjae Art Center in Bukchon.

May - Co-hosted a guest lecture by international adoption scholar
Dr. David Smolin(Prof. at Samford University Cumberland School
of Law) ‘The Hague Convention on Intercountry Adoption, Child
Trafficking, and the Korean Adoption System’ (Korea Women's
Development Institute)

May — The ‘Special Adoption Law Amendment’ proposed by
KoRoot and solidarity organizations was introduced as a motion
by Representative Choi Young-hee in the National Assembly

2011

May - Co-hosted the inaugural the 1st Single Moms Day
celebration and international conference [celebrated 9 times from
2011 to 2019, then ended].

June - The National Assembly passes the amendments to the
Adoption Special Law. This could be considered as a milestone in
the changes to the Special Adoption Law

2012

May —Publication “1& 7+ YF2] AH2]e}"(Outsiders within_ Writing
on Transracial Adoption’ ‘(Edited by Jane Jung Trenka with 2
others)

December - Inaugural the 1st Solidarity Day celebration dinner
[succeeded the annual Thanksgiving dinner event, held annually
from 2012-2018 and then discontinued].

2013

May - Q15 7Fe] AFSJEY, the Korean translation of the book for
‘Outsiders within_Writing on Transracial Adoption, was selected
as an Outstanding Academic Book of the year by the Ministry of
Culture, Sports, and Tourism

May — Publication “¥%% 4}A]’(the Koran translation of the
“Primal Wounds”) and ‘4% A8 (the Korean translation of
“Adoption Healing”

July - The Celebration for the 10th Anniversary of KoRoot

2014

February - Memorial service for Hyunsu O’callaghan, an adopted
child in the U.S. Led an audit of adoption agencies by the Ministry
of Health and Social Welfare.

June - Publication ‘93 Yul”(The Korean translation of “Child
Catchers_ Rescue, Trafficking, and the New Gospel of Adoption)

KoRoot Annual Report 2022,2023 | 13
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553
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ey
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2015

May - Publication “ee1l e} 271 ol5es A5 Hwel
= Y%A A 508" (Korean translation of “International Korean
Adoption_A Fifty-Year History of Policy and Practice”)

2016

August - Roundtable for adoptees and birth families: “The Politics
of Adoption”

2017

May — Rev. Do-Hyun Kim, keynote presentation at the UC
Irvine Symposium, “The End of Korean International Adoption’,
California, USA

September - Adoptee Psychotherapy Healing Seminar (Instructor:
Hilbrand Westra)

2018

February - Co-hosted memorial service for Norwegian adoptee
Jan Sorskog

May — Hosted a human Library “Reuniting Adoptees and Birth
Families”

May - Co-hosted “1988-2018: 30 Years of Korean Adoptees
Returning_a 30th anniversary celebration of the return of Korean
adoptees to their home countries”

2019

January - Became an associate member of the international
children’s rights organization “Family for Every Child”

May — Publication “9} 1 ofo]E5-L =g WA S & ¢y
(Korean translation of “To Save the Children of Korea_The Cold
War Origins of International Adoption” authored by Arissa H. Oh)

December - Co-recipient of the 2019 Korea Human Rights Award
from the National Human Rights Commission (for work with the
Universal Birth Registration Network)

2020

May — Declared May 11 as “Adoption Truth Day” and issued a
proclamation in collaboration with the adopted people in Seoul
and allies (May 11)

June-November — Dialogue with Adoptees_series of lectures and
workshops: “Law, Policy, and Practice on Intercountry Adoption
in Korea” together with Dr. Kyung Eun Lee

September - 1st “Adoption Truth Day” International Conference
“Defining Adoption: Records and Identity,” sponsored by Family
for Every Child
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November — Publication “UEF2E HolA_&d =2, & AL
0] o]o}7]"(The Koran translation of the book “Mixed Korean: Our
Stories, edited by Katherine Kim with 3 others)

2021

June - Special screening of “Forget Me Not” and talk with the
director

November - Submission of the Report The Investigation Report
on the Human Rights Violations of Overseas Adoptees’ to the
National Human Rights Commission

November — Publication and Book Talk on “The Global Orphan
Adoption System: South Korea's Impact on Its Origin and
Development (author: Dr. Kyung Eun Lee)

2022
January — Publication “Z7} 7t 4F3} oty A9 o]
9]"(Intercountry Adoption and the Best Interests of the Child,
authored by /Nigel Cantwell)

May - Post-Covid19 Garden Party

December - A fundraising event to support the preparation of a
new space for KoRoot (on the 30th, at Dalgaebi)

2023

January - Beautiful Donation Charity Exhibition for the
Establishment of a New Space for KoRoot: Art Donation by Yoo
Myung-ae, watercolor artist

February - Co-hosted a parliamentary debate to explore the
human rights situation of overseas adoptees and ways to ensure
their human rights

June - “Special act on Domestic Adoption”, “International
Adoption act”, “Birth Notification System act” passed as a result of
lobbying together with solidarity organizations

July - 20th Anniversary Celebration and Adoptee Artwork Exhibit

July — Hosting the Research Forum for union between oversea
adoptees and birth families

August — Closing the Cheongdong
Guesthouse and KoRoot Secretariat relocated
to Buam-dong

August - Chairman Kim Gil-ja resigns, and
Chairman Noh Hye-ryun takes over
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20229 % B (Activity in 2022)

I . Shelter Business

1) The guesthouse business is gradually normalizing as it recovers
from the impact of COVID-19.

The year 2022 marked the end of the COVID-19 pandemic
and the return of KoRoot Guesthouse to normal operations.
Compared to 2020-2021, when we had fewer than 20 guests per
year and 388 nights per year, this year we had 94 guests and
1,100 nights, showing that we are on our way to returning to our
pre-COVID levels. The bustle in guesthouses is more than just
an increase in the number of overnight stays, it's a sign of the
recovery of visiting populations of overseas adoptees to their
motherland. After the exemption from mandatory quarantine for
arrivals in May, the number of overnight stays surged, reaching
230 nights in September, which is above normal levels, indicating
that adoptees have been waiting for the opportunity to travel

back to Korea.
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2) Supporting Adoptees in Their Motherland
In 2022, the guesthouse became fully operational and activities to
support adoptees in their home countries became more active. In

2022, we provided 139 cases of nationality restoration assistance
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to a total of 56 adoptees, including legal assistance, life support

such as cell phone activation, account opening, and hospital
visits, family search counseling, and translation support. In terms
of crisis support activities, we assisted two people who were

confirmed to have COVID-19 with quarantine measures.

II. Community Support Program

1) Post-COVID19 Garden Party

On May 14, KoRoot hosted a Post-
COVID19 garden party. It was a party
to celebrate and rejoice in the end of
social distancing due to COVID-19.
Throwing parties, large or small, to share
hospitality and friendship has been a
common occurrence at KoRoot, but for
the past three years, we haven't been able to have any parties or
get-togethers. Fifty-one adoptees attended. We rejoiced in the
end of Covid-19, exchanged well wishes and enjoyed food and
barbecue prepared by KoRoot staff and volunteers in the beautiful

garden of KoRoot.

2) Chuseok Holiday Event

202192 HEojy 7 ol A
=02 34 gdZ Ad 5 gl
FE AAFUTE 2drto] 49
202249 9¥ 109 34 HE 9
o= AN JFRI9 71, A
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2021 was the first year since the opening
of KoRoot that we were unable to
celebrate the Chuseok holiday. After
two years, the Chuseok celebration on
September 10, 2022, was attended by 55
people, including adoptees, their families,
and friends. Wl°o}](Echo group/ adoptees
group for a traditional dance and music form of Korean farmers)
performed their dance and music. Iwas a time for adoptees to
celebrate the holiday again and to ask for each other’s well-being,

affirming that even though the pandemic may have separated us,
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. E88s [I. Advocacy

1) TIABHEHQI 3] 1) Assisting activities for adoptees petitions to the Truth and
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Reconciliation Commission
2022 39| &g+ oA}
A, A} L3]of AL
A A EAIAS e 2
45 =9otd ¥, dvta 3= o
o= TAE ‘dup
g+ 15(DKRG) °| Human Rights Law Foundation, the
F|o] 372749] a2l JF<l Danish Korean Right Group(DKRG), a
3}o] ZAPY LS A&t o]F, B o)y L  group of Danish Korean adoptees, led by Peter Moeller, submitted
QAEH Ao}t AYdl QlofolEo] AL Ao  a petition to the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. Since

o719l 28-S A&}, DKRGY &5 =Ho] then, KoRoot has provided some assistance to the Australian and

In 2022, while discussing the need to
petition the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission to investigate the human

rights violations of overseas adoptees

o

with attorney Hwang Pil-gyu of GongGam

ﬂllﬂ N rOlA
jg;' i

2]

A A ¥sta k. Swedish adoptees in their petitions.
V. A7 AFE IV. Research Project
) sHololor o1 ORI 9ot IR REXE 1) Co—hosted “Discussion forum proposes to put intercountry adoption
on the human rights agenda”
2) 20224 29 16o]= Bajold. A _ On February 16, 2022, KoRoot, Seoul National
To A 300 2 a5 University Public Interest Law Center, Public Interest
zzj_ _;_;_S;i ’Fajn;yhfjr]ﬂEv]l: MJ?‘-?"‘EII Human Rights Law Foundation, and Family for Every
Child =93 ‘sjelQlore] ol ol ﬂi!! Child co-hosted a forum “Discussion forum proposes
312 o3t 'S mEkx AT B R . to put intercountry adoption on the human rights
ST A AAFYSUT o] Ty / . agenda” at the Franciscan Education Center. The
202195E majo|go] 7ol WlY forum was based on KoRoot's paper ‘the Research
3lo] QI YFARA O] Q1B TAF / = o Project Report on the Human Rights Violations
TEAEZ AoFst B iAo vl in Intercountry Adoption Procedure”, which was
=3 7 8-S LA meo ALt submitted to the National Human Rights Commission in 2021.

18 pl—;-!;l?—g% GIRIE 11 2022, 2023



V. &% A V. Publishing Business

1) Publication “=7t Zt 1t OFF %42 012" (Korean translation of

‘The best Interests of the Child in Intercountry Adoption)

914 The best Interests of the Child KoRoot published a translation of Nigel Cantwell's

in Intercountry Adoption

ol AED AL | B 7 |
FUA Fo18] 75

20229 1€ 319 I | 216% | H]H

book ‘Intercountry Adoption and the Best
Intercountry Interest of the Child’, authored by
Nigel Cantwell, who was one of the participants

in the drafting of the UNCRC, is one of the most

prominent expert in the field of international

children’s rights.
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A2A, A 2008958 20129704 fuAz o] VIl Fundraising

el 749t B RelokEUFere] APy 5 ) Fundraser Nont

Q3 9% = shtel OkE 2|419] o]o]'o] olEo] The event, organized by Director Ji Yoon Lee(°]#]) and held
59]2]oF THAolA] ojw HAlo s TEEojof sl On December 30, 2022, at Dalgaebi, was based on the generous
2] 2x0] 7lo|=atelo|x} Ao FAloE B o contributions of several individuals. Mrs. Jang Soon Yoon(&7<)
242 27kaU donated her collection, Director Soon Hyo Ham(8=%) provided
the venue and food, and PD Hye Jung Han(3Fs%g) contributed her
talents. The total amount of donations collected on this day was
VIL E‘EL ]\]_%4 KRW 52,020,000.
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52,020,000€0] 3.
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(Actmty in 2023)

I . 20th Anniversary Celebration and Moving

1) 20th Anniversary of KoRoot

July 7, 2023 marked a watershed in the 20-years’
history of KoRoot. It marks the 20th anniversary
and the closing of the guesthouse, which
opened on July 7, 2003. It has been 20 years
since Dr. Kim Gil-ja, Rev. Seo Kyung-seok, the
civilian leaders opened a house of hospitality for

overseas adoptees visiting their home country.

B Almost 4,000 adoptees have stayed here, and

the number of accommodation nights provided
has reached over 50,000 nights. It was a warm
hand from the home country in the midst of
the painful history of international adoption.
To close the guesthouse’s doors after 20 years is

almost like to withdraw that warm hand, so the

20th anniversary celebration was certainly a time of celebration

and gratitude for the hard work done, but it was also a time

of quiet sadness and pain. Most of all, it was a time to express
our indescribable gratitude to Mrs. Gil Ja Kim(Z1Z2A}) for her 20

years of beautiful dedication to sharing the beautiful house with

adoptees visiting their home country. We expressed our thanks

to donners and volunteers too. Unexpectedly, the Adoption

Alliance(YFAH 3] 9)) brought a plaque of appreciation, which

added to the gratitude and joy of the day.

2) Overseas Adoptees’ Art Exhibition in Commemoration of 20 Years

of KoRoot

KoRoot was a home for overseas adoptees. To commemorate

the 20th anniversary, we asked adoptee artist Kimura Byol to

curate an exhibition of works by overseas adoptee artists, and

from July 7 to 31, we exhibited paintings, installation arts, and
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poems by twenty overseas
adoptee artists under
the theme “70 Years of
Overseas Adoption, 20
Years of KoRoot.” We
also exhibited the brief
history banner and photos of the KoRoot for 20 years. Adoptees

living in or visiting their home country, as well as those interested
in the issue of overseas adoption, visited from time to time,
and engraved the meaning of the works. The artworks not only
overturn the conventional image of ‘glowing adoption,” but
also vividly reveal the realities and intricacies of the existence

embedded in the life journeys of adoptees.

3) Moving Out of KoRoot to Buam-Dong

Since June, we've been
diligently preparing for
the move. Twenty years
of furniture and gadgets
were distributed to

organizations and people

who needed them, and
many days of cleaning
took place. Simone, Andrea, and a few other adoptees toiled
away, and when we finally had a clean, organized, and empty
house, we handed it over to Kim Gil Ja's family. On August 1,
we packed up a few essentials, including books and resources,
and opened a small new office in Buam-dong. The KoRoot
will continue to do all the things it does, except for lodging:
counseling and supporting overseas adoptees’ visits to their home
country, helping them find their families, hosting holiday feasts,
advocacy, research and publication, and international work. With

the dream of one day reopening the guesthouse again!

II. Shelter Business

1) Accommodation business

From January to the end of June, we hosted 49 guests for a total of
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2) Supporting adopted people in motherland

The program continued both while the guesthouse was open
and after it closed at the end of July. We provided 182 sessions
of assistance to 70 adoptees, including family reunions,
accompanied visits, translation, interpretation, legal assistance,
counseling, business representation, information, COVID-19
support, DNA testing assistance, and more. The table below shows
the number of cases by type of service and by country. Although
the guesthouse is closed, we will continue to provide support to
adoptees in their motherland, which, based on our experience

over the past 20 years, we believe is a critical need for adoptees.
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[II. Community Support Program

1) 2023 Lunar New Year Celebration

On January 21, we gathered together, aware
that KoRoot would close its doors in July. It was
a time of sadness and regret, knowing that the
holiday celebration at KoRoot in Cheongun-
dong would no longer be held. However, it was
also a time of affirmation, recognizing that the
Lunar New Year always marks a new beginning
for us, and that we will continue to live a life of friendship and

solidarity.

2) 2023 Chuseok Celebration
Twenty years later, on September 30, we held our
first Chuseok feast in an unfamiliar location—
on the 4th floor of The Room, a panoramic
space near the eastern cross of Gyeongbokgung
Palace. Thanks to the hard work of one of
"= KoRoot's directors, Allen Major, along with
his staff, Changsun Kim, and a few volunteers, we were able to
have a precious and beautiful time, even if it couldn’t match the
atmosphere of the Chuseok celebration held at the Cheongun-

dong Guesthouse Garden.

[lI. Advocacy for Rights

1) Legislative Efforts for the Comprehensive Amendment of the
Adoption Special Act — Passed by the National Assembly in June 2023
One way KoRoot advocates for the rights of overseas adoptees
is by participating as a member organization of the Adoption
Solidarity Association (JYAHNF]9]), a large-scale movement
that achieves tangible results. Through joint efforts between
2022 and 2023, led by the Adoption Solidarity Association and

the office of Representative Kim Sung-joo, the entire Adoption
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Special Act was amended and passed by the National
Assembly in June 2023. This amendment extends
the 2011 changes to the Adoption Special Act, now
stipulating that all crucial adoption procedures
are the public responsibility of the state, thereby
ensuring the realization of children’s human rights in
each adoption process. We appreciate the relentless
efforts of the Adoption Solidarity Association and
Representative Kim Sung-joo’s office, and we are
pleased that the government has finally reached an agreement on
this matter. However, we must also acknowledge that the catalyst
for this law amendment was the tragic deaths of Hyun-soo in
2014, Eun-bi in 2015, and Jung-in in 2019—individuals who were
on adoption journeys since 2011 and whose lives were tragically
cut short. As members of society, we owe it to their memory to
enact these changes in the law, but we also carry the weight of

regret and shame for not doing so sooner.

2) Legislative Advocacy for “Birth Registration” — Passed by the
National Assembly in June 2023

In 2010, KoRoot identified the birth
registration system as one of its most crucial

and critical issues. We discovered that most

= 2E OHEY
BURSM W
mels CHaal |

children in the adoption process, whether
international or domestic, did not have a

national registry documenting the truth of their
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birth, undermining their ‘Right to Origin.” To address this, we
established the ‘Universal Birth Registration Network’ (UBR) with
allies and worked on this issue for over a decade. Our persistent
efforts, including lobbying the UN Committee on the Rights of
the Child (UNCRC) and the South Korean National Assembly,
culminated in success in June 2023 with the enactment of a legal

system requiring hospitals to notify the government of a child’s

birth.

This achievement was the result of ten years of lobbying and
legislative preparation, but it was particularly catalyzed by a May

2023 investigation by the National Audit Office, which found
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nearly 2,300 children whose births had not been registered. Many

of these children had been neglected, killed, murdered, or abused.
Before South Korean society focuses on its low birth rate, it must
confront the pain and shame of failing to protect the human
rights of these children through a ‘universal birth registration

system.

IV. Research Projects

1) Forum to Commemorate the Publication of the Basic Research

Report on Reunions of Overseas Adoptees and Their Birth Families

B oL A 20224 114, 59 In November 2022, KoRoot published a research
olofrely} X A7IE A5l Hot 7] report titled “Basic Research on the Reunion of
AF AL IAE TAFS UL F u-aat;a:a*:;un Overseas Adoptees and Biological Families.” This
171789] SdUAA dEZAR} 10 e research, significant as the first study focused solely
Q19] AAY7IE AlZQAEEE Ay} on the topic of “reunion,” involved a survey of 171
I EASHE A ARG A E overseas adoptees and in-depth interviews with 10
= FAZ 3 FHz9 dAFet= Ao biological family members. The reunion research
A Qw7 AUSYTE ASd B ) report provides recommendations for legal and
A= B4 g D A E9HS 5 ® institutional improvements from the perspectives of
6]] 7]—%77%7]—3— A]E}E 5 JOJ?_J"’—]- A7 ]——;"— ‘:4'/\]-1]- adoptees and biological families who have attempted to reunite,
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through statistical data and in-depth responses. The report
highlights that the legal rights to access information for adoptees
and biological families are not sufficiently guaranteed. It also
shows that adoptees and biological families often encounter a
lack of professionalism or impersonal responses from adoption
agencies and government officials during the reunion process.

To discuss this research publicly, a forum was held on July
17, 2023, at the Seoul Citizens Hall. Dr. Ho-Soo Kim, the lead
researcher, along with other researchers and policy officials, was
invited to the forum. Many adoptees visiting their motherland
attended the event, engaging in passionate discussions. Officials
from the National Child Rights Center(NCRC), a semi-government

organization, also attended and listened to the discussions.
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V. 24 &= V. International Activities

1) AQIEIGHRIUUZM|ZALE HIE 2 59|35 1) Swedish Commission of Inquiry on Intercountry Adoptions visited
KoRoot

On March 20, 2023, Dr. Anna Singer (Professor
of Child Rights, Uppsala University), the

2023 3¢¥ 20, 2 AF
FEA|ZAFG & Anna Singer 2f
A(gAre} ohetit obg- et
9] 291°] F2F e T o
SH1L, el ms, AgA] By, g |
= el AR o= 7o) = T
¥ oJoko]] T E AL Uglo 2 kS L=} Pilsik Shin, and Do-Hyun Kim as part of an investigation into

chairwoman of Swedish Commission of
Inquiry on Intercountry Adoptions, and two

other members visited KoRoot and consulted

eachother with Prof. Hye-Ryeon Noh, Dr.
illegal adoptions between Sweden and South Korea.

2) A9||ell 23|22 Lorena Delgado Varas2iAt B2 2) Visiting Dr. Lorena Delgado Varas(a member of Swedish Parlia ment)
20234 9¥ 29, A9d =239 On September 2, 2023, Dr. Lorena D. Varas,
Lorena D. Varas 847} 33} a member of the Swedish Parliament, visited
285 ALe] 9] sl A A H
o HEE A8 BEloS =R
ot Lorena HfAR= WA E ZA)
=7} A1E AEE Wy Aol Y L
251 k0] dYo g A HH o BH QofF 42  Sweden, Dr. Lorena raised the issue of illegal adoptions in

KoRoot to review the issue of intercountry
adoption between Korea and Sweden. As a

member of a family that fled Chile during

the Pinochet dictatorship and settled in

AQdl 3]0 A7]|5F v} =g, 3= gfe]QdoFo]| Chile to the Swedish Parliament. She also wanted to gain a
AL A=A olg|E sluA}, Be]oA S v deeper understanding of Korean intercountry adoptions, so she
o A =d uet AHA g3 S 1=}, visited KoRoot and shared perspectives with Do Hyun Kim and

Changsun Kim.

3) Asian Adoptees of Canada Dinner Talk(@g 15%,  3) Dinner Talk with Asian Adoptees of Canada
FHLICH E2E_Richmond Hill) On September 15 in Richmond Hill, Toronto,

Atz F718 Uil A4=3 |
HE7F EREOA AUl= 5
Asian Adoptees of Canada2]
319 109 B3 v ti3ste
2AE 7ML AdETE F2
A 209 59t AT AFI=E
| 3= ARS]o] ofd w3le} -

S AH=AE U ARl it mothers, and addressing human rights issues related to Korean

Canada, Do Hyun Kim met with over a
dozen members of Asian Adoptees of Canada
during his trip to Toronto. He discussed how
returning adoptees to Korea have contributed
to significant changes and achievements,

including the enactment of a special adoption

[¢]

law, shifting perceptions regarding unwed
intercountry adoption.
4) AQYHAUALA2|(MFoF) P2 X HEHO™ 172, & 4) The Swedish Adoption Council (MFoF) visited KoRoot

On September 17, at KoRoot's new office in Buam-dong, a

26 p;#gg{%% GIRIE 11 2022, 2023
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meeting took place between Prof. Hellen Noh,
the chairwoman of the KoRoot Board, and
members of the Swedish Adoption Council.
The Swedish Council expressed their interest in
examining and clarifying the appropriateness

and potential for illegal involvement of adoption

from Korea.

VI. Press and Public Relations

1) Press interviews

Le Monde (Nicolas Roca), SBS, Hankook Ilbo, DR Nyheder
(Denmark), CTS, GoodTV, Yonhap News, Oh My News,
Hankyoreh, MBN, Christian Newspaper, ARTE, South China
Morning Post, Pressian, Dong-A Ilbo, Newstapa, CBC (Canada),
INITIUM Media in Singapore, etc.

2) Documentary interviews
ARTE, K-number, South China Morning Post

3) Lectures and sermons

-Lecture at the Graduate School Diakonia of Korea National Christian
Council (KNCC) (May 4, 2023, via Zoom)

-Book Talk Panelist (June 29, 2023, Nuhadong)

-Preaching at CTS Broadcasting Staff worship (January 25)

-Preaching at Ixus Church Sunday Service (February 6)

-Preaching at Sungdeok Church Sunday Service (May 7)

-Preaching at Calgary Bethel Presbyterian Church Wednesday Service
(October 26)

-Lecture on Adoption at a Theologians Group Faith and Love (November
23, 2023, via Zoom)

-Preaching at Paju Bridge Church Sunday Service (November 25)

-Preaching at Sanborn Church Wednesday Service (December 20)

[The application of preaching messages has always been

connected to the rights of children and the practice of just

adoption.]
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VI. Fundraising

1) Donation Exhibition by the artist Yoo Myeongae
Donation Exhibition by the

artist Yoo Myeongae was held
from January 4th (Wednesday)
to January 10th (Tuesday),
2023, near Apgujeong Station
in Gangnam at the Roy Gallery.
Artist Yoo Myeongae donated
30 pieces of her watercolor
paintings. Roy Gallery generously
provided the gallery space free of charge for a 7-day exhibition.
The total amount from art sales and donations was 29,650,000

Korean Won.

2) Planning Meeting for Fundraisers

On September 5, 2023, we gathered at Dahlgaby, a conference
center with dining facilities, for a fundraiser meeting with Mrs.
Jang Soon Yoon (8%4<). Mrs. Ham Soon-hyo (&
of Dahlgaby and one of the directors of the KoRoot board,

4~9), President

generously provided the venue and food. The meeting included
a screening of the documentary “Forget Me Not” by an adoptee
filmmaker Sunhee Engelstoft, organized by Lee Ji-yoon, one
of directors of KoRoot board. On this day, one of the sponsors
decided to donate one booth (worth 3 million won) for the Red
Cross Bazaar, and KoRoot committed to participating in the Red

Cross Bazaar.

3) Red Cross Bazaar

On October 31, 2023, a Red Cross Bazaar was held at the COEX
Exhibition Center, and KoRoot participated. Director Lee Ji-yoon
and Director Ham Sun-hyo planned and organized the bazaar,
with assistance from the Jichuk (X&) volunteer team. Mrs. Kong
Jung Ae(Z%°l), Pastor Kim's wife, a member of the Jichuk
Volunteer Team, took the leftover items and sold them to local
residents and friends. The total amount raised from goods and
donations was KRW 6,677,200
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